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choreographed a political sideshow this
very week.

Here is how it works: The President
proposes a stimulus bill and calls it a
jobs bill. Congress rejects it in a bipar-
tisan way for very sensible and
straightforward reasons. The President
then goes on a bus tour to criticize Re-
publicans for voting against the so-
called jobs bill. Democratic leaders
consult with the White House on
breaking the same bill into smaller
pieces. And how do they break it up?
By identifying parts they know Repub-
licans will oppose, then add the tax
hike just to make sure. Then another
bus tour or a press conference with the
President complaining about Repub-
licans again. Repeat for 13 months in
the hopes that Americans will forget
they are all now living under the eco-
nomic policies that were enacted dur-
ing the first 2 years of the Obama ad-
ministration, and hope for success.
That is the game plan. In other words,
they are actually designing legislation
on the other side to fail so they will
have someone else to blame for the
economy 13 months from now. That is
what is going on in the Senate this
week.

So what is not going on? What is not
going on is the kind of bipartisan co-
operation Americans want. My friend
the majority leader is out there telling
people the Republicans are rooting for
the economy to fail. Nothing could be
further from the truth. Look, if Repub-
licans wanted the economy to fail, we
would all line up behind the President’s
economic policies rather than opposing
them, because they have not solved
this jobs crisis we have been in. We
have done that.

The President got everything he
wanted the first 2 years he was in of-
fice. So I think it is time Democrats
realize they were elected to lead, not to
choreograph political theater. It is
completely preposterous. At a time
when 14 million Americans are looking
for a job in this country, for the Presi-
dent to be riding around on a bus say-
ing we should raise taxes, it is com-
pletely preposterous for the President
to be riding around on a bus saying we
should be raising taxes on the very
folks who create jobs.

Think about that. We have 14 million
people out of work and two self-identi-
fied conservatives for every liberal in
this country, and the President is out
there doing his best Howard Dean im-
personation. He is completely out of
touch. Let’s forget about the tax hikes.

Let’s drop the talking points about
millionaires and billionaires and let’s
work together on bipartisan jobs legis-
lation that is designed to pass, not de-
signed to fail.

Republican leadership in the House
and Republican leadership here in the
Senate has been crystal clear. We are
ready to work with the White House on
legislation on which we can all agree.
The two parties did it last week on
trade bills. There are other areas where
we can do the same.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

The House voted on three bills this
year, one as recently as last week, to
roll back excessive regulations by bu-
reaucrats in Washington who are de-
stroying jobs and threatening to put
even more Americans out of work. All
three of those House bills got solid bi-
partisan support. Why do we not have
those votes in the Senate and show
that we can work together to help busi-
nesses create jobs? Let’s park the cam-
paign bus, put away the talking points,
and do something to address the jobs
crisis.

The American people want action.
The election is 13 months away. Why
do we not do what we were elected to
do?

RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY
LEADER

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The majority leader is recog-
nized.

SCHEDULE

Mr. REID. Following leader remarks,
the Senate will be in a period of morn-
ing business for 1 hour, with the Repub-
licans controlling the first half and the
majority controlling the final half.
Following morning business, the Sen-
ate will resume consideration of H.R.
2112, which is the Agriculture, Com-
merce, State, Justice, and Transpor-
tation appropriations bill.

At noon there will be a rollcall vote
in relation to the McCain amendment
regarding surface transportation. Addi-
tional rollcall votes are expected dur-
ing today’s session. We hope to lock in
an agreement on three district court
judges as well as the nomination of
John Bryson to be Commerce Sec-
retary.

————

JOB CREATION

Mr. REID. Madam President, my
friend the Republican leader—and I
will talk in more detail in a few min-
utes—is complaining about a tax of
one-half of 1 percent—one-half of 1 per-
cent on people who make more than $1
million a year to pay for a program
that would stop teachers from being
laid off and rehire some of the teachers
who have been laid off.

The massive layoffs we have had in
America today of course are rooted in
the last administration. It is very clear
that private sector jobs have been
doing fine. It is the public sector jobs
where we have lost huge numbers. That
is what this legislation is all about. It
is unfortunate my friend the Repub-
lican leader is complaining about that.

I would also note that my friend said
the House passed another bill. Well,
they pass lots of bills, but they rarely
go anyplace. A report led by HENRY
WAXMAN of California, long-time Mem-
ber of the House, indicated last week
that the House has voted 168 times to
roll back regulations on clean air,
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clean water. These safeguards are im-
portant to have a healthier America.
But the Republican response has been
cutting back environmental and health
safeguards, I guess hoping that a sick-
er, more polluted country is a better
place to create jobs. It is not.

I am going to talk a little bit today
about the legislation that I moved to
on Monday dealing with, as I have indi-
cated, maintaining jobs for teachers,
firefighters, and police officers. Sev-
enty-five percent of Americans support
this legislation. This is not a poll that
some Democratic pollster did, it is a
CNN-Gallup poll.

This week, my Republican colleagues
have rallied against teachers and first
responders. That is our latest proposal,
to create hundreds of thousands of
American jobs and save other jobs. Re-
publicans point to a similar program
with a proven track record Kkeeping
422,000 teachers in the classroom. That
is important. They are using this as
evidence that our programs are a fail-
ure.

I know the American Recovery Act
saved Nevada from going into bank-
ruptcy. The money we got there, hun-
dreds of millions of dollars, allowed the
Governor, a Republican Governor, to
save Medicaid. Money is fungible. It
saved teachers. It saved a lot of pro-
grams in Nevada.

So I say again, they call Democratic
legislation—my Republican colleagues,
my friend the Republican leader—legis-
lation that created hundreds of thou-
sands of jobs a failure. That is because
they are using a different benchmark
for success than we are.

Democrats’ No. 1 priority is to create
jobs. There are 14 million Americans
out of work today. So to us, putting
hundreds of thousands of people back
to work teaching children, having more
police patrolling our streets, fire-
fighters fighting our fires, doing the
rescue work they do so well, is our pri-
ority.

It seems that the No. 1 priority of my
Republican colleagues is to defeat
President Obama. Their strategy is to
keep the economy weak as long as pos-
sible, so they oppose legislation with a
solid record of creating jobs. Never
mind that Republicans have yet to pro-
pose a single idea on their own—a sin-
gle idea—to get 14 million people work-
ing again. Never mind that in the past
they have supported every one of the
job-creating measures we have pro-
posed. We have a bill that was defeated,
so we have taken pieces of that legisla-
tion, and virtually every piece of that
legislation Republicans, in the past,
have supported.

It appears that Republicans suit up
every day and come to work with the
sole purpose of defeating President
Obama instead of suiting up with the
sole purpose of creating jobs. And they
oppose the policies that will turn our
economy around for one reason and one
reason only: politics and defeating
President Obama.
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